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The Rule of Law.
Law is the whole system of rules that citizens of a country or place must obey. When people are in a place to avoid conflict through ignorance, there must be law that will guide everyone in that very place. While the rule of law is one of the fundamental principles of all democratic governments. The government cannot operate without the law. Therefore the government and everybody must act or do things according to the law. The rule of law emphasizes equality, impartially and fundamental human rights. The rule of law tells us that every citizen is equal before the law. The law should not be bent because someone is rich or someone is poor. It does not permit impartiality. Some of the benefits of the rule of law as against arbitrary rule are as follows
The law must apply to all citizens. No one must be too big before the law
All accused people must be tried in the open place and not hurriedly done in the secret to favour some people
People are allowed to call witnesses to support their cases. All must be listened to as against the arbitrary judgement
The law is clear before everybody unlike the arbitrary where it is not clear and you cannot challenge it.
Punishment for each offence must be clearly stated out. There is no arbitrary bending of judgement to favour a rich man or a person because gratification has been collected from him or her.
Punishment for breaking the Law.
Rule of law means the superiority of the law above all arbitrary exercise of power by those who are in government or of people in the community that we live. Where there is no law, there is no offence.
Murder case – Life Imprisonment.
Robbery – Ten years and above imprisonment.
Fraud – Ten years and above imprisonment.
The rule of law stipulates that anybody found guilty no matter his status must be punished for his offence.


Equality of Citizens before the Law
In a decent society where rule of law operates, the law is no respecter of any person. Those in government who know that they have been elected to serve the people, normally obey the law they command people to obey. It is only in an indecent that people in government arrogated power of disobedience to themselves and feel they are above the law.
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Benefits of Rule of Law.
1. Supremacy of the law: The rule of law ensure the supreme of the law. This means that the law is above everyone in the land. It also explain the sovereignty or the impartially of the law.
2. Equality of all citizens: This explain that every individuals is equal before the law. The law is not a respecter of an individual the matter what you are.
3. Judicial independence:  The rule of law ensures judicial independence, that is, other organs of government can not influence the decision of law court.
4. Press freedom: The rule of law allow and give press to function without censorship or restraints. The press act as watchdog in the society.
Protection of Human Rights and Rule of Law.
Human rights are basic rights every human being should be entitled to. They include: the right to life, to liberty, to association and freedom from slavery as well as freedom from torture. These rights are contained in the Nigeria constitution and are part of our law.
Rule of law determine that everybody is equal before the law and that the law is supreme, override individuals or groups interests and have no bias respect for anyone on the account position, birth or wealth.
How to Protect Human Rights and Rule of Law.
Apart from the state, individuals or groups could do the following to protect human rights.
I. Representing the affected person in the court as a lawyer or a witness.
II. Supporting actions directed at protecting human rights or at reversing violation of such rights.
III. Involving in protest marches or Media campaigns against human rights violations.
Groups Involved in Protecting Human Rights of a Citizens.
Groups that assist in Protecting citizens human rights include:
I. Civil society organization.
II. Trade union.
III. Legal aid council and students union.


 
